
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1065
Main Petitioner: Rajiv Joshi, on behalf of Young Scot 
Subject: calling on the Parliament to use the Microsoft Government Leaders 
Forum Europe to promote the use of new and emerging technologies to 
enhance the engagement of young people in the democratic process and to 
encourage Parliaments throughout Europe to do the same. 
 
Background  
 
The Microsoft Government Leaders Forum Europe is a flagship event for 
governments, parliamentarians, and education and business leaders across 
the continent.  
 
The fourth Microsoft Government Leaders Forum Europe was hosted by the 
Scottish Parliament in Edinburgh on 30 and 31 January 2007. The event was 
supported by a partnership of the Scottish Parliament and the Scottish 
Executive. It was the first time the event had been hosted in the UK and the 
first within a parliamentary institution. 
 
The theme of the Conference was “Engaging Citizens to Meet 21st Century 
Challenges – Mapping the Way Ahead”. One of the sessions was a question 
and answer forum, chaired by the Presiding Officer George Reid, when a 
team of 14 young people from across Scotland and Europe took part in 
quizzing Bill Gates and the Chancellor, Gordon Brown.  
 
Scottish Parliament news release 15/2007 ‘Young people at heart of 
technology debate in Holyrood’ 31 January 2007
 
Microsoft Government Leaders Forum – Europe Conference Report
 
Neither the Scottish Parliament nor the Scottish Government has as yet 
received an invitation to take part in the 2008 Conference which will take 
place in January in Berlin.  
 
Scottish Executive Action 
 
Scottish Executive (2007) Building A Bridge: Scottish Executive Report on 
Communicating Europe to its Citizens.  This report draws on Scottish 
experiences since devolution to feed into the Commission’s thinking on how to 
communicate European issues better. Looking at how the Executive and the 
Scottish Parliament have engaged people in the political process since 1999, 
the report suggests a number of ways in which the European institutions and 
Scottish public institutions can work together in future to allow European 
policy initiatives to be better communicated and better understood. 
 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1065.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/mglf/programme.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-07/pa07-015.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-07/pa07-015.htm
http://download.microsoft.com/download/a/5/d/a5d02008-98a7-4e1b-a690-301fc6c8927d/GLF_2007_Conference_Report.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/170919/0047870.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/170919/0047870.pdf


 

 
Scottish Parliament Action 
 
The theme of the next Conference has not been revealed so it is not clear if 
there will be an opportunity to raise the promotion of the use of new and 
emerging technologies to enhance the engagement of young people in the 
democratic process. 
 
The Scottish Parliament itself continues to review the use of e-techniques to 
engage with the Scottish public. For example on 26 September 2007 the 
Local Government and Communities Committee invited people from all over 
the country to text comments or questions they wanted MSPs to put to 
witnesses as part of a session on energy and fuel. And on 8 October 2007 the 
Parliament’s Public Information Service launched a pilot scheme allowing 
members of the public to text enquiries to them. 
 
MSPs have also been active in the Hansard Society run HeadsUp website 
which hosts an online debating space for under 18s to share their views on 
political issues and events. 
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SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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http://www.headsup.org.uk/content/default.asp
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